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Curios  and  Relics 

Toys  &  Games 

Lincoln  Logs 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Question:  My  mother  just  dug  0. 
out  my  1950s  Lincoln  Logs  set.  t 
They  are  still  in  good  shape.  When^ 
were  Lincoln  Logs  first  made?  Are  » 
they  still  being  made?  -A 

Answer:  Lincoln  Logs,  which  0,1 
were  first  produced  in  1920,  were 
the  brainchild  of  John  Lloyd  ^ 
Wright,  son  of  American  architect  * 
Frank  Lloyd  Wright.  S\ 

John  Wright's  idea  was  inspired  r  / 
by  a  1916  visit  to  Japan,  where  he  <S 
and  his  father  watched  workmen  * 
move  huge  logs  to  build  a  hotel  that 
his  father  designed.  ^ 

The  toy's  name  was  inspired  by^, 
Abraham  Lincoln's  log-cabin 
childhood. 

Lincoln  Logs  were  an  immediate 
commercialsuccess. ^Pla^skpol  pur- 
chased the  company  in  1943,  and 
Lincoln  Logs  are  still  being  made. 


Asked  Reference  Questions 


http://www.chipublib.org/008subject/005genref/faqllogs.html 
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WHO  CREATED  LINCOLN  LOGS? 

Lincoln  Logs  were  created  by  John  Lloyd  Wright  (1892-1972)  after  he  visited  Tokyo, 
Japan  in  1917  to  see  the  construction  site  of  the  Imperial  Hotel,  which  was  designed 
by  his  father,  Frank  Lloyd  Wright.  In  the  construction  of  the  hotel,  Frank  used  a  new 
technique  called  "floating  cantilever  construction,"  where  projecting  beams  were 
joined  or  locked  into  beams  extending  from  opposite  piers.  John,  inspired  by  this 
construction  technique,  developed  simple  toy  building  sets  known  as  Lincoln  Logs. 
The  toy  consists  of  miniature  hardwood  logs  notched  on  the  sides  to  fit  into  each 
other. 
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